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Benjamin Franklin Middle School 
George Washington Middle School 
Ridgewood, New Jersey 
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Summer 2010 

Literary Lineup 

Each year, New Jersey teens vote for 
their favorite books. Many of  the 2011 
nominees are included in this newsletter 

and are identified with one, two or three asterisks as 
follows:         *FICTION: grades 6-8 
      **FICTION: grades 9-12        

***NON-FICTION: grades 6-12 
2010 Gr. 6-8  The Invention of Hugo Cabret  

  by Brian Selznick 
NF   Houdini: the Handcuff King by Jason Lutes 

 

     Summer is a time for relaxation, fun and va-
cations.  Reading is a great way to enjoy some 
of that leisure time.  If you are spending the 
summer away, a book is something you can take 
anywhere, any time, any place. If you are spend-
ing your summer at home, a book can take you 
anywhere, any time, any place!  
     This newsletter is a collection of the hottest 
titles, old and new, that represents just a small 
portion of the great literature that is available for 
young teens.  It is by no means comprehensive, 
but think of it as a guide to a wide range of gen-
res with age-appropriate titles, many of which 
are praised by middle school students.    

     Reading is a life-long “24/7” activ-
ity.  We all read lots of things because 
we have to, but sometimes it’s great to 
just read for fun.  Share your summer 
with some of the most memorable, 
exciting, hilarious, thought-provoking, 
touching, and intriguing books of the 
year.    
 

Ann Brown 
Library Media Specialist, GWMS  
 

Linda Rothschild 
Library Media Specialist 
BFMS 
 

Dear Students and Parents, 
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Your English teachers expect you to 
read at least 3 books this summer. 
Please log them on the back cover. 
 

BFMS—Ms. Aversa, Ms. Ferdinand,  
Ms. Donnelly-Britt, Ms. Incitti,  
Ms. Miller, Ms. Nizza, Ms. Corcoran,  
Ms. Hansen, Mr. Ordini 
 

GWMS—Ms. Cannon, Ms. McKinnon,  
Ms. Shine, Ms. D’Elia,  Ms. Jenkins,  
Ms. Sacks, Ms. Ozaydin,  
Ms. Calderone,  Ms. Malizia  
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              by Libba Bray 
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Bad News for Out-

laws: The Remarkable Life 
of Bass Reeves, Deputy 
U.S. Marshall by Vaunda  
         Micheaux Nelson 

YALSA  Award 
for Excellence in 

 NF for YA 
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by Deborah Heiligman 

SCHNEIDER 
FAMILY BOOK 
AWARD 
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Nora Raleigh Baskin 

National Book Award 
for Young People 
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Robert F. Sibert 
Award for NF 
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Pura Belpre 
Award 
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Golden Kite Award 
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One Book New Jersey 

2010 selection for young adults is 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part
-Time Indian by  Sherman Alexie.  
The selection for middle grades is 
The Tale of Despereaux by Kate 

DiCamillo.  
For more information, check out   

<www.onebooknewjersey.org/> 

Edgar Award for 
Mystery 

*."/)0&:"-&<+)&G),/"$&by 
Mary Downing Hahn 

Children’s Book  
Council 

Teen: *,<@+#$%&;#-)&
by Suzanne Collins 
Children: 5"-H&5#,E
-#)/34,.)/&:-"2&,&I"<E/"E
:,J?."?/&8#:)&by Rachel 

2010 WINNER 
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 
HONOR BOOKS 
Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice by Phillip Hoose  
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly 
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin 
The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg  
              by Rodman Philbrick 

  Newbery Award  

Mildred L. Batchelder 
Award 
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&&&&&by Annika Thor 
L"-#J#<"&KK3&!?,-0#,$&":&<+)&
5,-H$)//  by U.  Nahoko. 



Magoon, Kekla        The Rock and the River 
Meyer, Caroline        In Mozart’s Shadow 
Myers, Anna        Assassin & Spy! 
Myers, Walter Dean    Sunrise over Fallujah & Fallen Angels 
Napoli, Donna Jo        Hush & The Smile 
Paterson, Katherine     The Day of the Pelican 
Paulsen, Gary              Woods Runner 
Peck, Richard             A Season of Gifts 
Rinaldi, Ann               An Unlikely Friendship & The Ever-After Bird 
Schmidt, Gary D.        The Wednesday Wars 
Spinelli, Jerry         Milkweed: A Novel 
Smith, Sherri L.          Flygirl 
Venkatraman, Padma   *Climbing the Stairs 
Whelan, Gloria          The Disappeared & Parade of Shadows 
Zusak, Markus          The Book Thief 
 

Anderson, Laurie Halse     *Chains 
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell *The Boy Who Dared 
Blume, Lesley M. M.  The Rising Star of Rusty Nail 
Bradford, Chris    Young Samurai 
Brittney, L. Nathan Fox : Dangerous Times  
Bruchac, Joseph March Toward the Thunder 
Choldenko, Gennifer      Al Capone Shines My Shoes 
Dowell, Frances O’Roark Shooting the Moon 
Downing, Warwick    The Trials of Kate Hope 
Gardner, Sally  The Red Necklace 
Golding, Julia *Diamond of Drury Lane & Cat Among the Pigeons 
Haddix, Margaret Peterson  Uprising 
Hesse, Karen  Brooklyn Bridge 
Ibbotson, Eva   The Dragonfly Pool 
Lawrence, Iain  The Séance 
Lester, Julius  Day of Tears 
 

Historical Fiction 

Korman, Gordon   Schooled & Swindle & Pop 
Lennon, Stella  Invisible I (The Amanda Project, Book 1) 
Lockhart, E.  **The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks 
Lubar, David  Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie  
Martin, Ann  A Dog’s Life & Everything for a Dog 
Mass, Wendy  Every Soul a Star & 11 Birthdays & Finally 
Mussi, Sarah  *Door of No Return 
Sachar, Louis  Small Steps 
Shusterman, Neal       The Schwa was Here & Antsy Does Time 
Smith, Roland  Peak 
Sonnenblick, Jordan           After Ever After (sequel to Drums, Girls…) 
Spinelli, Jerry  Eggs & Love, Stargirl & Smiles to Go 
Tarshis, Lauren  Emma Jean Lazarus Fell in Love 
Varrato, Tony  *Fakie 
Woodson, Jacqueline *After Tupac & D foster 
Yoo, Paula  *Good Enough 
Zarr, Sara  *Sweethearts: a Novel 

 
 

Realistic Fiction 
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39 Clues (series)    varying authors, up to #10 by 8/10 
Allison, Jennifer    Gilda Joyce, Psychic Investigator (series) 
Barrett, Tracy    The 100-Year-Old Secret (series) 
Broach, Elise    Masterpiece 
Carman, Patrick    Skeleton Creek  &  Ghost in the Machine 
Dowd, Siobhan     *The London Eye Mystery 
Ferraiolo, Jack D.     The Big Splash 
Grabenstein, Chris   The Crossroads  
      & The Hanging Hill & The Smoky Corridor (Aug) 
Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody Suddenly Supernatural  
    (series) 
Klise, Kate Dying to Meet You 
Lasky, Kathryn Starbuck Twins Mysteries (series) 
McNamee, Graham      Acceleration  
Mitchard, Jacquelin      The Midnight Twins (series)  
Pearson, Ridley          Steel Trapp 
Shusterman, Neal          Full Tilt: A Novel 
Springer, Nancy          Enola Holmes Mysteries (series) 
Stewart, Paul         Curse of the Night Wolf (Barnaby Grimes series) 
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Mystery 

Alvarez, Julia Return to Sender 
Barry, Dave Science Fair 
Baskin, Nora Raleigh  Anything but Typical 
Bowers, Laura Beauty Shop for Rent 
Brian, Kate Lucky T 
Cabot, Meg Allie Finkle’s Rules for Girls (series) 
Clarke, Judith One Whole and Perfect Day 
Clements, Andrew        Extra Credit 
Connor, Leslie          *Waiting for Normal 
DeFelice, Cynthia C.     Signal 
Dowell, Frances O’Roark  Secret Language of Girls &  
         The Kind of Friends We Used to Be 
Ellsworth, Loretta       In Search of Mockingbird 
Giff, Patricia Reilly    Eleven & Twelve 
Graff, Lisa The Life and Crimes of Bernetta Wallflower 
Greenwald, Lisa My Life in Pink and Green 
Hiaasen, Carl Hoot P&Flush P&Scat 
Johnson, Maureen  13 Little Blue Envelopes  
   & *Suite Scarlett 
Kennedy, Marlane  The Dog Days of Charlotte Hayes 
Kinney, Jeff    Diary of a Wimpy Kid (series) 

Garden State Book Award Nominee:  * Fiction Grades 6-8; ** Fiction Grades 9-12; *** Non Fiction Grades 6-12    
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Sports Stories 
Baggott, Julianna The Prince of Fenway Park  
Day, Karen No Cream Puffs 
Feinstein, John Vanishing Act & Cover Up & Change Up 
Gratz, Alan The Brooklyn Nine 
Green, Tim Football Hero & Baseball Great & Rivals 
Gutman, Dan The Million Dollar Putt & Jackie and Me 
Lupica, Mike Bat Boy & Million Dollar Throw 
Lynch, Chris The Big Game of Everything  
Park, Linda Sue Keeping Score 
Peet, Mal Keeper 
Ritter, John The Boy Who Saved Baseball 
               & The Desperado Who Stole Baseball
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ACTION/ADVENTURE 
Heath, Jack The Lab & Remote Control 
Higgins, Jack Sure Fire, Death Run,  
  Sharp Shot, First Strike 
Horowitz, Anthony Alex Rider series 
Muchamore, Robert The Recruit (Cherub series) 
Reisman, Michael Simon Bloom series 
Gordon, Roderick  Tunnels and Deeper 
Patterson, James Maximum Ride series 
Shan, Darren Cirque Du Freak series 
Yancey, Richard Alfred Kropp series 
Young E.L. Storm series 

Avi   *The Seer of Shadows 
Bodeen, S.A.  *The Compound 
Cole, Stephen  Z. Rex 
Cottrell Boyce, Frank  Cosmic 
Creech, Sharon  Unfinished Angel 
Dashner, James  The Maze Runner  
David, Peter  Mascot to the Rescue 
DiCamillo, Kate  The Magician’s Elephant 
Dowell, Frances O’Roark   Falling In 
Falkner, Brian  The Tomorrow Code 
Gaiman, Neil  *The Graveyard Book  
Gaiman, Neil  Odd and the Frost Giants 
Harding, Frances  The Lost Conspiracy 
Horowitz, Anthony  The Switch 
Larbalestier, Justine  How to Ditch Your Fairy 
Law, Ingrid  Savvy 
MacHale, D.J.  Morpheus Road:  The Light 
McMann, Lisa  *Wake 
McNamee, Graham  Bonechiller 
Murdock, Catherine Gilbert  *Princess Ben 
Patterson, James  Witch and Wizard 
Pearson, Mary E.  **The Adoration of Jenna Fox 
Pratchett, Terry  **Nation 
Riordan, Rick  The Red Pyramid 
Rollins, James  Jake Ransom and the Skull King’s Shadow 
Rowling, J.K.   Harry Potter (series)  
Selznick, Brian  The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
Shusterman, Neal  Everlost 
Simmons, Michael  Alien Feast 
Stroud, Jonathan  Heroes of the Valley 
Tan, Shaun  Tales from Outer Suburbia 
Teague, Mark  The Doom Machine 
Uehashi, Nahoko  *Moribito:  Guardian of the Spirit 
Westerfeld, Scott  Leviathan 

 
 

Science Fiction and Fantasy 
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NOVELS IN VERSE 
Burg, Ann  All the Broken Pieces 
Creech, Sharon Love that Dog and Hate that Cat 
Engle, Margarita Tropical Secrets 
LeZotte, Ann Clare T4 
Mass, Wendy Heaven Looks a Lot Like the Mall 
Rylant, Cynthia Boris 
Turner, Ann Hard Hit 
Weston, Robert Zorgamagoo  

Garden State Book Award Nominee:  * Fiction Grades 6-8; ** Fiction Grades 9-12; *** Non Fiction Grades 6-12    

BOOKS INTO MOVIES 
Boyne, John Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
Carol, Lewis Alice in Wonderland 
Cowell, Cressida How to Train Your Dragon 
Duprau, Jeanne City of Ember 
Funke, Cornelia Inkheart 
Gaiman, Neil Coraline 
Kinney, Jeff Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
Meyer, Stephanie Twilight and New Moon  
Riordan, Rick The Lightning Thief 
Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter  

CHICK LIT 
 
Brian, Kate Lucky T 
Cabot, Meg How to be Popular 
Calonita, Jen Secrets of My   
     Hollywood Life  
Calonita, Jen Sleepaway Girls 
Childs, Tera Lynn Oh. My. Gods. 
 

MOVING UP—FOR THE H.S. BOUND 
Anderson, Laurie Wintergirls 
Benway, Robin **Audrey, Wait! 
Blundell, Judy **What I Saw and How I Lied 
Doctorow, Cory **Little Brother 
Fantaskey, Beth Jessica’s Guide to Dating on  
                                        the Dark Side 
Forman, Gayle If I Stay 
Carter, Ally Heist Society 
Lipsyte, Robert Center Field 
Myracle, Lauren Peace, Love & Baby Ducks 
McCormick, Paticia Purple Heart 

READS LIKE A STORY...BUT IT’S TRUE! 
Deem, James ***Bodies from the Ice 
Fifield, Donnali Arctic Tale 
Grogan, John Marley:  A Dog Like no Other 
Murphy, Jim Truce:  The Day the Soldiers Stopped Fighting 
Myron, Vicki Dewey the Library Cat 
Nelson, Kadir ***We are the Ship:  The Story of Negro League Baseball 
Shields, Charles ***I am Scout:  The Biography of Harper Lee 
Swanson, James. L. Chasing Lincoln’s Killer 
Thomson, Sarah L. Three Cups of Tea (YA edition) 

FUN NON-FICTION 
Bowen Press MySpace/Our Planet:  Change is Possible 
Green, Dan ***Biology:  Life As We Know It 
Hudson, Noel ***Band Name Book 
Menzel, Peter ***What the World Eats  
O’Meara, Stephen Are you Afraid Yet?  The Science Behind Scary Stuff 
Regan, Sally The Vampire Book 
Seip, Shannon Bean Appetit:  Hip and Healthy Ways to Have Fun  
  with Food 
Sheinkin, Steve ***King George:  What Was His Problem? 
Suvanjieff, Ivan ***Peacejam:  A Billion Simple Acts of Peace 
Tack, Karen What’s New Cupcake? 
Zinczenko, David Eat this, Not That!:  For Kids! 

THE LATEST IN SERIES AND SEQUELS... 
Barron, T.A. Merlin’s Dragon and Doomraga’s Revenge 
Barry, Dave Starcatchers #4: Peter and the Sword of Mercy   
Bosch, P.  This Book is Not Good for You (#3) 
Byng, Georgia  Molly Moon’s Morphing Mystery (#5) 
Carman, Patrick Skeleton Creek and Ghost in the Machine 
Chima, Cinda W. Warrior Heir, Wizard Heir, Dragon Heir 
Colfer, Eoin Artemis Fowl #7:  The Atlantis Complex (July 1) 
Collins, Suzanne **Hunger Games, Catching Fire &  Mockingjay (Aug 24th) 
Delaney, Joseph Last Apprentice #7:  Rise of the Huntress (Aug 17) 
DuPrau, Jeanne City of Ember #4:  The Diamond of Darkhold 
Farmer, Nancy Sea of Trolls #3:  The Islands of the Blessed 
Flanagan, John Ranger’s Apprentice #8:  Kings of Clonmel 
Grant, Michael *Gone, Hunger, and Lies 
Haddix, Margaret P. The Missing Series:  Found and Sent   
Horowitz, Anthony Gatekeepers #4:  Necropolis; Groosham Grange series 
Jacques, Brian Redwall #21:  The Sable Quean 
Jinks, Catherine Evil Genius & Genius Squad & Genius Wars 
MacHale, Daniel Pendragon #10:  The Soldiers of Halla 
Nimmo, Jenny Charlie Bone #8:  Charlie Bone and the Red Knight 
Nix, Garth  Keys to the Kingdom #7:  Lord Sunday 
Paolini, Christopher Eragon #3:  Brisingr 
Pearson, Ridley Kingdon Keepers III:  Disney in Shadow 
Patterson, James Maximum Ride # 6:  Fang 
Patterson, James Daniel X #2:  Watch the Skies 
Pinkwater, Daniel Yggyssey and Neddiad 
Pfeffer, Susan Beth This World We Live In (companion to Life as we Knew it) 
Prineas, Sarah Magic Thief #3:  Found 
Riordan, Rick Percy Jackson #5:  The Last Olympian 
Sage, Angie Septimus Heap #5:  Syren 
Scott, Michael Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel #4:  The Necromancer 
Stewart, Trenton Lee The Mysterious Benedict Society and the Prisoner’s Dilemma (#3) 

AND MORE CHICK LIT 
Dionne, Erin          The Total Tragedy of a  
  Girl Named Hamlet &  
                                Models Don’t Eat  
                                    Chocolate Cookies 
Greenwald, Lisa     My Life in Pink and Green 
Harrison, Lisi         Alphas 
Scott, Kieran           I was a Non-Blonde  
                                   Cheerleader (series)  
Weissman, Elissa    Standing for Socks 



  

Leveled Books 
  

RIDGEWOOD  
PUBLIC LBRARY  

 

Making Waves at the Ridgewood Library 
 
 
 

Join  the Teens Summer Reading Club  
at the Ridgewood  Library.   Go to 
<www.ridgewoodlibrary.org> for info. 
 

ON THE WEB 
 
Try one of these websites for 
further suggestions, reviews, 
and other cool stuff: 

 
 
http://www.ridgewoodlibrary.org/ 
 
http://www.bccls.org/teens/ 
 
http://www.kidsreads.com/ 
 
http://www.teenreads.com/ 
 
http://atn-reading-lists.wikispaces.com/ 
 
http://www.guysread.com 
 
http://www.dawcl.com/search.asp 
 
 
 
 

Readers are lucky—they will never 
be bored or lonely.  
                     —I,<,.#)&',JJ#<< 

Our district’s literacy program encourages students to choose books that match their reading level.  
One way to find a “just right” book is to use the guided reading level system.  Of course, not every 
book has been leveled by this system, but here are a few of our favorites: 

4+)&;,/+#"$&5#/,/<)-&<+,<&*+,$%)0&L>&8#:)  
     by Lauren Myracle (P) 
4+)&10#/"$&L>/<)-> by Dan Gutman (P) 
G#N<+&!-,0)&!."22)-/M&I"-H/&,$0&L)  
     by Lisa Papademetriou (Q) 
'#$0#&',J)/  by Narinder Dhami (Q) 
')@,?/)&":&D#$$&5#N#) by Kate DiCamillo (R) 
O,<@+)<&by Gary Paulsen (R) 
*+,/#$%&Q)-2))- by Blue Balliet (S) 
4+)&8#%+<$#$%&4+#): by Rick Riordan (S) 
=.&*,9"$)&5")/&L>&G+#-</&&
&&&&&by Gennifer Choldenko (T) 
O#00)$&4,.)$</&by David Lubar (T) 
;.#99)0& by Wendelin Van Draanen (U) 
4,$%)-#$) by Edward Bloor (U)&

4+#$%/&I"<&G))$  by Andrew Clements (V) 
5-?2/M&!#-./M&,$0&5,$%)-"?/&R#)  
     by Jordan Sonnenblick (V) 
=2"$%&<+)&O#00)$&&
&&&&&by Margaret Peterson Haddix (W) 
5"6$&<+)&F,JJ#<&O".) by Peter Abraham (W) 
5"?J.)&K0)$<#<> by  
     Margaret Peterson Haddix (X) 
L,N#2?2&F#0)3&&4+)&=$%).&1N9)-#2)$<  
     by James Paterson (X) 
=2?.)<&":&G,2,-H,$0&by Jonathan Stroud&&(Y)&
4+)&G@+6,&6,/&O)-)&by Neal Shusterman (Y) 
4+)&S?</#0)-/ by S.E. Hinton (Z) 
G<?@H&#$&I)?<-,. by Terry Trueman (Z) 

To search for more leveled books, visit the following websites: 
 

http://bookwizard.scholastic.com/tbw/homePage.do 
 

http://www.booksource.com/search.aspx 
 

http://books.atozteacherstuff.com/leveled-books/index.php?p=getdb&db_id=1 
 

http://home.comcast.net/~ngiansante/ 

SUMMER READING LOG FOR 2010-2011            Name___________________________ 
         Grade _____   House ______________ 
 
Ridgewood Middle School students are expected to read a minimum of three (3) books over the summer.  The books can be 
any titles that you choose.  Keep a log of everything you read over the summer and log what you read using the form below.  
Have your parent or guardian sign it and bring it in September as your first “homework” assignment to give to  your new   
English teacher.   

TITLE AUTHOR 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
If you need more room, attach a sheet of paper. 

Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________________Date______________________ 

http://home.comcast.net/~ngiansante/
http://bookwizard.scholastic.com/tbw/homePage.do
http://www.booksource.com/search.aspx
http://books.atozteacherstuff.com/leveled-books/index.php?p=getdb&db_id=1
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