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Great Biographies 
Gr. 2 - 5 / March 2010 
 
Adams, John and Abigail Adams. John and Abigail 
Adams by Judith St. George (2001)  
 
Alcott, Louisa May.  Invincible Louisa: The Story 
of the Author of Little Women by Cornelia Meigs 
(1933) 
  
Aldrin, Buzz. Reaching for the Moon by Buzz 
Aldrin (2005) 
 
Ali, Muhammad.  Champion: The Story of 
Muhammad Ali by Jim Haskins (2002) 
 
Anderson, Marian.  When Marian Sang by Pam 
Munoz Ryan (2002) 
 
Appleseed, Johnny. Johnny Appleseed by Steven 
Kellogg (1988) 
 
Armstrong, Neil.  One Giant Leap: The Story of 
Neil Armstrong by Don Brown (1998) 
 
Barnum, P.T.  Great and Only Barnum: The 
Tremendous Stupendous Life of Showman P.T. 
Barnum by Candace Fleming (2009) 
 
Bentley, W.A.  Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline 
Briggs Martin (1998) 
 
Bridges, Ruby.  Through My Eyes: The 
Autobiography of Ruby Bridges (1999) 
 
Cleopatra.  Cleopatra by Diane Stanley (1994) 
 
Columbus, Christopher.  Follow the Dream by 
Peter Sis (1991) 
 
Dalai Lama.  The Dalai Lama by Demi (1998) 
 
Darwin, Charles and Emma Wedgwood Darwin.  
Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of Faith 
by Deborah Heligman (2009) 
 
Darwin, Charles.  Darwin by Alice B. McGinty 
(2009) 
 
Darwin, Charles.  One Beetle Too Many: The 
Extraordinary Adventures of Charles Darwin by 
Matthew Trueman (2009) 

 
De Paola, Tomie.  26 Fairmount Ave by Tomie 
DePaola (Series; 1999)  
 
Dickens, Charles.  Charles Dickens: The Man Who 
Had Great Expectations by Diane Stanley (1993) 
 
Ederle, Gertrude.  America’s Champion 
Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle by David Adler (2000) 
 
Einstein, Albert.  Genius: A Photobiograpy of 
Albert Einstein by Marfe Ferguson Delano (2005) 
 
Eratosthenes.  The Librarian Who Measured the 
Earth by Kathryn Lasky (1994) 
 
Farnsworth, Philo Taylor.  The Boy Who Invented 
TV by Kathleen Krull (2009) 
 
Fleischman, Sid.  The Abracadabra Kid: A Writer’s 
Life by Sid Fleischman (1996) 
 
Frank, Anne.  Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young 
Girl by Anne Frank (1952) 
 
Franklin, Benjamin.  B. Franklin, Printer by David 
Adler (2001) 

 
Galilei, Galileo.  Starry 
Messenger: A Book Depicting 
the Life of a Famous Scientist, 
Mathemetician, Astronomer, 
Philosopher, Physicist, Galileo 
Galilei by Peter Sis (1996)  
 
Gandhi, Mahatma.  Gandhi by 
Demi (2001) 
 

Gehrig, Lou.  Lou Gehrig: The Luckiest Man by 
David Adler (1997) 
 
George, Jean Craighead.  The Tarantula in My 
Purse: And 172 Other Wild Pets by Jean 
Craighead George (1996) 
 
Graham, Martha.  Martha Graham, A Dancer’s 
Life by Russell Freedman (1998) 
 
Hawkins, Waterhouse.  The Dinosaurs of 
Waterhouse Hawkins by Barbara Kerley (2000) 
 
Houdini, Harry.  Escape: The Story of the Great 
Houdini by Sid Fleischman (2006) 
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Koufax, Sandy.  You Never Heard of Sandy 
Koufax? by Jonah Winter (2009) 
 
Lazarus, Emma.  Emma’s Poem: The Voice of the 
Statue of Liberty by Linda Glaser (2009) 
 
Leonardo.  Leonardo da Vinci by Diane Stanley (1996)  
 
Lindbergh, Charles.  Flight: The Journey of 
Charles Lindbergh by Robert Burleigh (1991) 
 
Michelangelo. Michelangelo by Diane Stanley 
(2000) 
 
Paige, Satchel.  Satchel Paige: Don’t Look Back 
by David Adler (2007) 
 
Reeves, Bass.  Bad News for Outlaws: The 
Remarkable Life of Bass Reeves, Deputy U.S. 
Marshall by Vaunda Michceaux Nelson (2009) 
 
Rey, Margret and H.A. Ray.  The Journey That 
Saved Curious George: The True Wartime Escape 
of Margret and H.A. Rey by Louise Borden (2005) 
 
Robinson, Jackie.  Stealing Home by Robert 
Burleigh (2007) 
 
Roosevelt, Alice.  What to Do About Alice? How 
Alice Roosevelt Broke the Rules, Charmed the 
World, and Drove her Father Teddy Crazy! by 
Barbara Kerley (2008) 
 
Roosevelt, Eleanor.  Eleanor Quiet No More by 
Doreen Rappaport (2009) 
 
Roosevelt, Eleanor.  Eleanor Roosevelt:  A Life of 
Discovery, by Russell Freedman (1993) 

 
Rudolph, Wilma.  Wilma 
Unlimited: How Wilma 
Rudolph Became the World’s 
Fastest Woman by Kathleen 
Krull (1996) 
 
Sasaki, Sadako.  Sadako and 

the Thousand Paper Cranes by Eleanor Coerr (1977)   
 
Scieszka, Jon.  Knucklehead: Tall Tales and 
Mostly True Stories of Growing up Scieszka by 
Jon Scieszka (2008) 
 
Sis, Peter.  The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron 
Curtain by Peter Sis (2007) 

Spinelli, Jerry.  Knots in My Yo-Yo-String: The 
Autobiography of a Kid by Jerry Spinelli (1998)  
 
Stetson, John Batterson.  Boss of the Plains: The 
Hat That Won the West by Laurie Carlson (1998) 
 
Stevenson, Robert Louis.  Across America on an 
Emigrant Train by Jim Murphy (1993) 
 
Sullivan, Annie.  Helen’s Eyes: A Photobiography 
of Annie Sullivan, Helen Keller’s Teacher by Marfe 
Ferguson Delano (2008) 
 
Tallchief, Maria.  Tallchief: America’s Prima 
Ballerina by Maria Tallchief with Rosemary Wells (1999) 
 
Truth, Sojourner.  Only Passing Through: The 
Story of Sojourner Truth by Anne F. Rockwell   
(2000) 
 
Twain, Mark.  The Trouble Begins at Eight: A Life 
of Mark Twain in the Wild, Wild West by Sid 
Fleischman (2008) 
 
Williams, William Carlos.  A River of Words by Jen 
Bryant (2008) 
 
Wright, Orville and Wilber Wright.  The Wright 
Brothers: How They Invented the Airplane by 
Russell Freedman (1991) 
 
BIOGRAPHY COLLECTIONS: 
 
Almost Astronauts:  13 Women Who Dared to 
Dream by Tanya Lee Stone (2008) 
 
Getting to Know … series by Mike Venezi  

• World’s Greatest Artists  
• World’s Greatest Inventors and Scientists  
• World’s Greatest Musicians  

 
Lives of … series by Kathleen Krull 

• Lives of the Artists (1995) 
• Lives of the Athletes (1997) 
• Lives of Extraordinary Women (2000) 
• Lives of the Musicians (1993) 
• Lives of the Presidents (1998) 
• Lives of the Writers (1994) 

 
Picture Book of series by David Adler includes: 
George Washington Carver, Amelia Earheart, 
Harry Houdini, JFK, Abraham Lincoln, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe and Sojourner Truth  


